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As the sun |)d[{ Iy beging o rise over a Targe bright red hip-
roofed barn on 2 farm just outside of Hodpeville, Saslatchewan;
two sisters are alresdy hard al work,

The sonnds of horses whinnying and spurs clicking, aleng with
the sweet smells of sweal and leather indicate Shantel and Shaleh
Berleig hiave prohably been hard acit for a least an hour oF two.

The pair established their business, Berteig Performance FHoises,
outof a diean they buve shared for along time:

The <dream all staried when 26 year otd Shantel, ook her (st
vicle at the age ol thiee.

“I wias hooked,” she says.

Her parents bought the: Tamily a pony and from then an i was
om 104 H, local iorse shows and ming ciccuils.

O damily of four girls (alihougl afl four like w sde), Shantel
and Shaleh were the two who ave made their passton their pro-
fession.

“ty high school carcer counsellor told me 1should be a niorti-
cian,” says Shaatel, “but we both knew these was nothing else for
me | have always loved harses and T never imagined doing any-
thing else.”

Aier years of showing on the Quaner [orse Circult, Shantel .

went of] 1o Olds College to major in, what else, ecuine science,

For Shantel’s younger sister Shaleh, 19, the: road to success was
similar, but tollowed a slightly different path, After warching her
“hig” sister, Shalel started brealdng horses when she was onby 12
years old.

She has been o star of the high school rodeo clicuit for several
vears. She won both the 1997 and 1998 IHigh School Rodeo
Championships in barrel racing, pole bending and auting, and
m 1298 she was named the High School Rodeo Association's
Cowgirl of the Year.

In the Last couple of years the pair has eamed up and taveled
o Burope to tain,

"1 needed 1o go over there o establish mysell,” says Shantel.

Shaleh and Shante] Bcr[{‘lg have |un|.|ye(l their passion lor training horses lntU a ﬂolld reputation for ])IodLIth0 results.

“When we first starled, people did not ke us seriously  they
looked at us as just ‘girds” - because our parents didn’t really know
anyitbing about uaining harses. Most people didn't think we

cowld produce resulis.”

Bul with a Tist of Luropean Chaimpionship wins hebind them,
people take the sisters serioushy now,

“Horses have a good energy,” says Shantel. And their encigy
must be comagious; both Shantel and Shaleh ride on average 10-
12 howses a day to keep up with their growing business.

One might say there is no dime (or “horsing” around.

"People think we are party poopers,” says Shantel, “they tell us
we should be out having un, bt for us, sleep is more impor-

. L .

tant.” -

Right now the sisters are working with just over 40 horses and
providing lessons o several riders.

* 1 lowe training a horse and then being able o
zet on the horse and male the horse do what 1 h .
da,” says Shaleh. :

The end goal for the Bertedgs is wo have a stallion station and in-

doorriding complex on their farm outside of Hodgeville,
“1f you become good enongh you can be suce (‘\b{ll| zmywhele
says Shantel.

And if passion and sheer determination count
this pairis bound o [ullll their ultimare goal,
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